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Chinese muy well have invented
mtp-::l‘:l’wudpu,
bat same of miost
viritions wem accidental ymlmw.
for exumple, thas the Clemesc characters
for “punpovwder” cranslace licerally as
*fire medicine,” becisse the alchemist
who disgovened ir, in the eighth cemmury
AL weoe i for o commbirmtson of
reizpcrads gl g'w': thear CHEE
esernal life? This inFarrrufim oemes
Em'nlll‘r:{:?:ﬂﬂuﬂ whosix
“Li ke: Explosion Project for
{,ﬂﬂ:ﬂ Park." ﬂiiwlr?u..ud for exactly
seveerfoary=-iive on the evendng of Sep-
rember 150h, promises 1o fase the e of
ﬁr:wcrrlu 'rn a new kevel, The event,

lﬂ the F‘:I.rktl'u.l:u:i:'rd ﬁﬁfﬁ‘:&m‘t—
niversary, will ke place in three stages
“Sigmal Towwors,” mb-:rummﬂn:-ut'
cobored Exe an locasons ranging fram

the Heckscher Ballfiakds, nesr West
Sixmefoasth Steect, o the Ressrwor, at
Minery-fourth Street; “Light Cycle,”
three honzontal rings above the tree
line, grang way oo @ gigants vwerhoal
ring, & thousand Fest in dismeter, that
hamg over the Reservowr; and “Whine
Might," acanopyof beilkany, showlyde~
scending whie Ligh thar basefiy lumi-
nages the errtiee Pask: The vequence will
take less then five mimuess fiom seat 1o
finksh, but, iff all goes well, our memcry
a3t sheoadd |asg myuch longes,

Cai's pyrovechnical breakthrough,
which be developed with the amirtance
ﬂFdHGwﬁ:ﬂwhﬁnﬂﬁmme
Tsiand, 15 to combire huge numbers of
indrdinl Rrewerk everts [ate unified,
rmassiee fonms in the ske. To madke the
vertical wheal of fire over the Feser-
Cai and the Crruccs have allocated ten
shizezsunad reckeer “shells,” "By compari-
wom, . Cai said Bast week, E:r:njn-l:ll
Fourih of July sher by Macy’s, which
&8 the lagpesn in this comnery, they fire

aboug wen thousknd shelli per i,
Heere we huve: ten thomsand shells in i
seen seconds.” Cal, whose Enghsh s eall
:ll'l.*:ﬁ.ﬂﬁifﬂ' of livimg kn
Mew York, |meﬁ=mﬂhfm-
mifer Wen Ma, the dwecins of the Cai
Seudio, on Great Jenes Sereee, trasslassd
axpertle Gram the complocty of the
Cenral Park evert, he was acked, was
it pml:ll.c that mm:ﬂ'.m; might o

*Ma ane can say,” Ca eaid
d‘nﬁﬂv'[:u :.J.{hn:l;q,' COIEpATier.
We did many tests, but if theee 15 any
elearical problem, like & surge, you can-
ool go back and physically Light ten
shemarand foees.”

Birting in By inmocalace snado, a1
one end of a glas- tade wheose
rip Bl it e squeegpoed and wiped
dry on both sides by his wile, Hong
Hang W, and a female assstars, Cal
(prossanced “5i7) prejected an affable
but ineffable reserve. He is forty-foe
years olad, with 3 head shaved clean on
the sides, lﬂ.\inﬂ only & small skull-
cap of chob—cut pepper-gray hair on
wop. and ke wais deessnd in dack denies
and y:]n“mhmu boused exch e

ely Bom in Fujian Province,
EI‘FI-. the som of 3 schola-amis in
the old Chines “Erermn ™ wedicon, Cu
studied shage design in Shanghaa, he-
came & painter, and eves miwed
o Japan, when he ved for yEars,
and where he became known leerma-  Something
tionally for his lagge-scale, wanr-gasde
art propects amd inatallations, many of
which ipnvelwed 1 1595, he
was imvised to do a preject for 5. 1, the
alzernative ar spase in Chpoens, and he
has beere lere eves stnwe. "W hen [ came
here, | was still eravelEng all seoand the
wirhd doing varous exhibotions, s Mo
Yook was more like 2 studio,” Cai said.
"1 dide's have a serise of belonging 1o
thee ciry But thas FL Eni-
ber 11th.* He wea in lealy ar the fime
of the smack, wosking ona propect, bt

‘hiis wite sl daughser were hese—has

- damghoer's school 1s near the site of the

Warld Tesd: Center—und aferwasd he
felt differently aboat Mew Yok, °T fele
tied to the city and to all the things thae
were hapmenang here, and | had a sorong
urpe to give back in some way,” be said.
Them, just a few manths sfter Sep-
tember 1leh, the Museun of Modem
An sl lusa 1l.==.r|;5-u='l;==ﬁrrmih
ewemt. ©] wanted to make eomething
very unusal,” he sad. The remalting
piece, “Transieny Rainbow,” was & giant
oolored arc of freworks over the East
River that sigralliod the musounh imove
i bevErporasy quaarteni in Oipeeni. The
ruinbow impressed a Lot of people,
ard led to an invitation form the Cinie
irel Plark Co which commis-
sioned Cai 1o do “Ligh: Cyele™ The
mmC‘mTﬂMﬂuﬂd
the project.

"Ew bewes figeworks,™ Cal
mmypumﬂmrw
of Breware fom the mee. You wash,

hawee 2 HIE, Vi ied
Emrﬂﬂh*]‘hmm'ﬂm:
doss mit thanik of commmasencd o=
e works as &=t, | wonder wity that
is; andd whether we could not exploce
'|h.l'.t,1‘u-l|.|.l:'l+-l The calpesal
climate i different now. For eample,
here in ﬂr:qrmﬂphmuhum
nu..:'h::l.lﬂ':ru'n' simce W11,

destraction and wr-
n:uuu.ilnk censtrctye, beauriial,
and healing.™
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