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Picks and plans

Rebuild Times Square, block by
block, on your PDA &y usa sweetingnam

f woum eoarld remake
Times Square any-
way wou  wanted,
wiild vou brmg back
the zex and sheaze of
the Squane's secdy s
Would you bamsh the
il ? Maow's vour chamce
fofel the world what you
think aboat the oenber
of thiscity, FDN%al (ka
Personal Digital Pal),
o niew pablie art project,
aims 1o inspire New
Yorkers to recosd their
percepiions of the dis-
tnct iboth real and surme-
all Loy uesimg ther PDA 1
mnke personnl ised maps
of the area that can be
shaired on the Inbernet.
TThres years ago, artet
Marma Aurkow staried
tonice the PIDA beam:-
ing stations that were
cropping wp in bas ghel-
ters and phone booths

arcund New York CILY. yaND 108 Stesstside PDPal baamisg staticas et srmehair

“Evervihing was just esbopraphers rechart Times Squars,
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progranm antoe their PIDAs by log-
ging onat M alooam, or by going
v cne of 1wo beaming stations.
|_T|'-i' ataticns are available until
Dpoember | 2 and ame bocated at 125
West 42nd Street between Broad-
way and Sixth Avesve, and at a
roving kiosk whese current loca-
tncan be foumed at PDPaloon)
Here's how it works: Onoe
yoai've dovmbsaded PDPal (yoa'll
need Palm O version 25
-:u'h:j.ﬂrﬂ'h:lsimpllr'ﬂn_u_'l
map of the area will
EPPEAT O YOUT SITeeT
Click on a locabe on vour
map, give it a “rubber
stamp” icon (like the
:1'!|'|I'ﬂ:-l.||.1: Wil ferd oam el
maps, but mose phavhul),
name if, and then seleo
attmbules and ratings
fromm diop-Chwen lisgs bo
cescribae yourempincal
landrark. “The map
B more 50 people can
capture their visceral
experience of Times
ofpuare, and B=s k= 3
Maptluest—"Where iz
thas location amed showor
meamapplesss  s=ys
I!|'|.':I:r|||1|||.::.=c.l Blescker.
He sees the project as
an  “experience  har
vesler . It can oollkect
o0 s represenintons of
A mament or be nsed
to comvey the different
rishi= wee inhabit as we

beaming ads,” Eurkow
recalls, “mel | thought, Can't this
hie waed for something ¢lae be
aidies thimpes people don't wani—
you know, Bear Stearns pe charts
and Bapana Bepublic catalogs?
ah shared her 1dea with Carol
Sk, curator of the nooparofic
public et orgnmizntion Crentive
Time, whowas also interested in
how beaming technology could be
used to bring content tothe com-
munity. But, Lurkow says, “We
couldn't et media buyers 1o
wiilertain the ideiof _.llll.lill:{ aliy-
thing besides sdvertining in s
hseming stationa.”

When Zurkow teamed wdvh ar-
chvibeet Soott Paterson and technol-
il Julian Bleacker, thesy thought
up a new kind of conitive oo,
the PPl appdication. Artt and
flash designer Adam Chapman
helped develop a website reposinoe-
i ficor Ll |‘|u|:|a-:'l.ﬂ:uItlii:tf:i".With
the support of Creative Time,

Fnesonie and the Timwes Square
Fupesciphersss: ||'||;|a|"l.|'|1.~:||'|.-'1|.l |Fi:~.'|r-:'|.
P#*al was Eunched wo invie New
Yorkers 1o char, among other
thimgs, thier “eredional coondi
mates™ of thestoried district. Users
can dovwnlond the free mappng

wilk alomg the srects,
froem =benclizst worker to wander-
iy cireamer. A the mting system,
says architect Paterson, i purely
subechve: “Instead of Zagal's,
where vou give a place a quantita-
tvermtingof T owewanded paopleio
ke rode cualitative and ichosm-
dratcmbtingsof their sxperionos”

For instamee, sy vou're stand
ing at 46th Street when you're
struck with the memory of & first
kisz. Whip out your PDA, click
youar location om the map, choosea
rubher stamp (perhaps a movie-
recl icon) and pype in A name
for your location {*firat ki=z™).

Next, Hi\'l.':il.'-'lfil'li.l:l,l{ |:|:| CHiiu |:-i|1p
from adverbs on a drop-down
lizt [“lustily™), select an arribure
Lright™) and wen type your
comments in the “annolation”
feld: "Standing under the bright
HISE N Iij."_ll.:h- I.lr II.\.'i:I:II'!'i F"I'Ilil':'.
reminded of Jaeed Surall e Suwe
3, The move we were walchnng
whein we lrst kissed ™ When you
HatSyme your DN bo your PC or
Mac, log omn to FUPaleom and
wupknad your map o the PIEal
“comamanicity,” where vou can
aleoview and moike comments on
clher mers nmps.

So far, the PLal site has
drivwn some 45 regetered wsers,
whoste maps depict anything
fram randemm cab rides to person-
] jowrnnls, User “Maggichopp,”
for imstance, hsted her picks of
Mamth Asenue eateries; and = Jake
B, marked where he saw T
Enipire Strikes Rockatage 8, the
start of a hike ride home on
september 11 at age 28, and the
place whire he had a “halfway
dangermus, three-martini aser-
tag game” at age 30

“l meonld lowe to see o group of
peapleredesgm Times Squsane. . or
@ documentary on Times Square
through the eyesof 1ts sireet per-
farmers,” Durkow savs “Writing
yinur owm ity is the prooess of
defining the space as it exisia
for yonn ™ POPal's cremtors plan on
going workshops with students
from Parsons Schoal of Design
amd with Glowlab (@n independent
psychogeography  group  that
sindics the effect of physical se1-
ting on mosd and behaviosr) in
crder to facilizate more dynamic,
even politically engaging map-
makimg “Wesee this asan experi-
ment,” Surkow save “There'sall
this potenial for urban-planning,
urban-studics discourse, A bor of
oty fture plans ahout the progect
will depend onwheat we discoverim
Times Sguare ™

Heady fo make your own map
of tha Square? Log on to PDPal
cam for more |nlormation,



