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New Orleans police department list, 2007

Gentilly demolition sign defaced, 2007, pen on paper

SignS

Waiting for godot in neW orleans: a field guide



5 [159]5 [158]

Elysian Fields, 2007 Bienville Street, 2007

Lower Ninth Ward, 2007
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Claiborne, 2007

Lower Ninth Ward 2, 2007

Michael in Gentilly, 2007

St. Claude, 2007
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Robert, 2007
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Bike by Bywater, 2007

Supermarket, 2007

Construction, 2007
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Street closure plan in the Lower Ninth by Gavin Kroeber, 2007

Production noteS and drawingS

Gentilly, 2007

Bywater, 2007
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Drawing for staging Gentilly Godot by Gavin Kroeber, 2007, pen and pencil on paper Drawing for staging Lower Ninth Godot by Gavin Kroeber, 2007, pen and pencil on paper
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Sketch of Lower Ninth layout by Gavin Kroeber, 2007, pencil on paper
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Detail of final layout plans in the Lower Ninth by Gavin Kroeber, 2007, pdf
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Christopher McElroen, Dan 
Krall, and Gavin Kroeber at the 
Lower Ninth Ward site, 2007

Paul Chan and Christopher 
McElroen and the Lower  
Ninth Ward site, 2007.  
Photo by Tuyen Nguyen Tree and J Kyle Manzay, 2007. Photo by Tuyen Nguyen

Waiting for godot in neW orleans: a field guideWaiting for godot in neW orleans: a field guide



5 [177]5 [176]

Street closure plan in Gentilly by Gavin Kroeber, 2007

Yet another to-do list by Gavin Kroeber, 2007, pen on paper
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Poster by Hot Iron Press, 2007, letterpress print

PoSter
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Gavin Kroeber at the Gentilly site, 2007 Gentilly sky, 2007. Photo by Tuyen Nguyen

Setting uP and rehearSing
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Christopher McElroen and Wendell Pierce at the Gentilly site, 2007. Photo by Tuyen Nguyen Lights and risers, 2007. Photo by Tuyen Nguyen

T. Ryder Smith, 2007. Photo by Tuyen Nguyen
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Date time to Do Cast LoCation

Sunday 10/14  Travel/Site Visits

 6:30 pm Community Dinner Full Company TBD

Week 1

Monday 10/15 12–3 pm Read Through V,E,P,L St. Mary’s

 3–4 pm Lunch  St. Mary’s

 4–8 pm Page 18–43 V,E,P,L St. Mary’s

Tuesday 10/16 2–5 pm Page 79–103 V,E,P St. Mary’s

 5–6 pm Dinner  St. Mary’s

 6–10 pm Page 18–43 V,E,P,L St. Mary’s

Wednesday 10/17 11–2 pm Page 2–18 V,E  St. Mary’s

 2–3 pm Lunch  St. Mary’s

 3–6 pm Page 43–52 V,E,B St. Mary’s

Thursday 10/18 11–2 pm Page 53–79 V,E St. Mary’s

 2–3 pm Lunch  St. Mary’s

 3–6 pm Page 53–79 V,E St. Mary’s

 6:30–8:30 pm Community Dinner Full Company Churches/Churches

Friday 10/19  DAY OFF  

Saturday 10/20 9–10:30 am Dillard Workshop  Dillard

 3–6 pm Anthony Bean Workshop V,E Anthony Bean

Sunday 10/21 11–2 pm Page 2–18 & 43–52 V,E St. Mary’s

 2–3 pm Lunch  St. Mary’s

 3–6 pm Page 53–79 V,E St. Mary’s

Week 2

Monday 10/22 11–2 pm Review Act I V,E,P,L  St. Mary’s

 2–3 pm Lunch  St. Mary’s

 3–6 pm Review Act I V,E,P,L,B St. Mary’s

 6:30–8:30 pm Community Dinner Full Company Jana Napoli

Tuesday 10/23 11–3 pm Page 53–79 V,E NOCCA

 3–4 pm Lunch  

 4–6 pm NOCCA Workshop V,E NOCCA

Wednesday 10/24 2–5 pm Page 53–79 V,E St. Mary’s

 5–6 pm Dinner  

 6–10 pm Page 79–103 V,E,P,L,B St. Mary’s

Thursday 10/25 2–5 pm Review Act I V,E,P St. Mary’s

 5–6 pm Dinner  St. Mary’s

 6–10 pm Review Act I V,E,P,L,B  St. Mary’s

 Friday 10/26 12–2:30 pm Review Act II V,E St. Mary’s

 2:30–3:30 pm Lunch  St. Mary’s

 3:30–6 pm Review Act II V,E,P,B  St. Mary’s

 6:30–8 pm Porch Workshop V,E,P,B Porch

 8–10pm Community Dinner Full Company Porch

Date time to Do Cast LoCation

Saturday 10/27 11–2pm Review Act I V,E,P,L St. Mary’s

 2–3pm Lunch  St. Mary’s

 3–6pm Review Act I V,E,P,L,B St. Mary’s

 6:30–8pm Crossroads Workshop V,E,P,B Crossroads

Sunday 10/28  DAY OFF

note: Page numbers correspond with Groove Street Press addition.  These scripts will be available at 1st rehearsal

Week 3

Monday 10/29 2–5pm Scene Work V,E,P St. Mary’s

 5–6pm Lunch  St. Mary’s

 6–10pm Work Through V,E,P,L,B St. Mary’s

Tuesday 10/30 9:20–10:45am Xavier Workshop V,E,P Xavier University

 2–5pm Scene Work V,E,P St. Mary’s

 5–6pm Dinner  St. Mary’s

 6–10pm Run Through V,E,P,L,B St. Mary’s

Wednesday 10/31 1–5pm Work Through V,E,P,L Lower 9th Ward

 5–6pm Dinner  Lower 9th Ward

 6–11pm Tech V,E,P,L,B Lower 9th Ward

Thursday 11/1 1–5pm Run Through V,E,P,L Lower 9th Ward

 5–6pm Dinner  Lower 9th Ward

 6–11pm Dress V,E,P,L,B Lower 9th Ward

Friday 11/2 1–5pm Dress V,E,P,L,B Lower 9th Ward

 5–7pm Dinner  Lower 9th Ward

 7pm Opening V,E,P,L,B Lower 9th Ward

Saturday 11/3 7pm  Performance V,E,P,L,B Lower 9th Ward

Sunday 11/4  DAY OFF

Week 4

Monday 11/5 11–3pm Work Through V,E,P,L Gentilly

 3–4pm Lunch

 4–6pm UNO Workshop V,E,P UNO

Tuesday 11/6 6–10pm Run Through V,E,P,L,B St. Mary’s

Wednesday 11/7 6–11pm Tech Full Cast Gentilly

Thursday 11/8 6–11pm Dress Full Cast Gentilly

Friday 11/9 7pm Performance Full Cast Gentilly

Saturday 11/10 7pm Performance Full Cast Gentilly

Sunday 11/11  Travel Day

rehearsaL sCheDuLe

(This and facing page) Rehearsal spreadsheet, 2007
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Kairos, 2007 St. Mary’s rehearsal 2, 2007

St. Mary’s rehearsal 1, 2007 St. Mary’s rehearsal 3, 2007
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Gym, 2007

St. Mary’s 
rehearsal 4, 2007

St. Mary’s rehearsal 5, 2007
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St. Mary’s rehearsal 6, 2007

St. Mary’s rehearsal 7, 2007

St. Mary’s rehearsal 8, 2007
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“It was through all these conversations that we began to evolve this 
project from a free outdoor performance into a multidimensional project 
that is as diverse as the city itself.”

Promoting a belief

So Chan gives free, open-to-the-public lectures on contemporary art at 
the University of New Orleans and Xavier University. He attends potluck 
dinners at the homes of prominent and not-so-prominent New Orleanians.

He has joined forces with the Classical Theatre of Harlem and actor 
Wendell Pierce, a New Orleans native, to bring Beckett’s play to our 
streets this weekend.

The work of an Irish playwright who died nearly twenty years ago 
would seem an unlikely choice for the illumination of the conditions 
in contemporary New Orleans. But for Chan, understanding humanity 
requires the cross-cultural, the unexpected, and the complex.

“The worst thing in the world is to reduce what it means to be a human 
being,” Chan says. “To me it means being as complex as possible.”

LoLiS eric eLie

Bringing the corner Back to Life
(The Times-Picayune, october 29, 2007)

What did Paul Chan see when he toured New Orleans during the summer 
of 2006? 

“The empty corners reminded me of every production of Waiting for 
Godot I had ever seen: the silence, the trees, the empty roads.” 

Samuel Beckett, the author of this modern theater classic, is an unlikely 
playwright to tell the tale of New Orleans. His is a stark, brooding,  
and somewhat cold sensibility. His aesthetic is to the modern stage what 
black-and-white is to modern television. 

New Orleans, of course, is a city of brilliant colors. 

But Chan’s eyes didn’t deceive him. The New York–based artist saw that 
our wounded spirit and empty neighborhoods were a perfect backdrop 
for Beckett’s wounded characters and empty hopes.

“I realized that I had to do more than visit for a couple of days. I had to 
take the opportunity to realize the hallucination I had seen on the street, 
and to do it in a way that would be locally sustainable.

“Within my world, contemporary art, there are many shows that go in  
and out of different locations. The art comes and it leaves. I realized that  
if I was going to do something in New Orleans, it had to be different.”

Evolution of art

Chan is an internationally renowned artist and activist. He divides his 
time between protesting the war in Iraq and creating video shorts, digital 
projections, and charcoal drawings.

For him, simply staging an outdoor performance on a desolate corner was 
not enough. He polled the community, asking, “If I were to stage a free, 
outdoor performance of Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for Godot, what else 
would you like to see happen?”
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Street flyer, 2007, pdf

fLyer
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Print-out of sunrise and sunset schedule, 2007
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