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Surrealist Art
In Paris Sale

it ks highly unusual, per-
hiaps even unprecedented,
for a group of Modemn
paintings and drawings
from a New York collection
1o be sent to Paris for sako.
It generally works the other
way around: each season,
auction glants like Soth-
eby"s and Christie's fill
their sales of Impressionist
and Modern art with works
from France, betting that
they will appeal 1o the
American noavean riche

But Sotheby's, Christhe's
and Phillips, de Pury &
Company recently refused
10 sl the collection of near-
Iy %00 warks from the es-
rane ol Jean Levy, the wids
ow of Julien Levy, the Man-
hattan dealer known for
bringing Surrealist artisis
o Mew York. 5o Ann Hor-
tom, an art consultant rep-
resenting the estate, de-
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A large detail of “Happy City,” a mosaic by Peter Sis for the Lexington Avenue subway.

station, I is “Happy City™
by Peter 5is, a Crechosho-
vak-born illusirator and
children's book author who
wian a MacArthur genius
award last vear and has
created aseries of four mu-
rals.

*I"s a celebration abowt
the creation of BGth Street,”
Mir. 5is zald in @ velephons
interview. "1"ve been here
for 20 vears now, and [ hope
wewill all live together
postas11."

In his throughly original,
lighthearied style, Mr. Sis

hias used glass mosakc and
precious stones from differ-
enl Countries o create & gi-
ant eye looking a1 the city.
Around the eveball are
soma af hds meticulowsly
rendered architectural de-
tails, in this case neighbar-
hood landmarks. There are
the musseams, {rom the
Metropalitan 1o the Gug-
genbeimm and the Cooper-
Hewin. There are also ge-
neric budbdings represent-
ingg the mrighborhood,

cided tosell it at Tajan, the
Frepch auction boase at 37 rue des
Mathuring in Paris,

“The Freach are binored that we
are sending it back 1o France, a
country whose art inspired him,"”
Ms. Horton said, referring to Levy.

sotheby's alfered some works
from Mr. Levy's estale (n 1981, (He
died that vear, his widow last Aw-
gust.) Back then, however, the mar-
ket was depressed, and Surrealism
was nt fashionable, so many affer-
ings falled to sell. A few items inthis
awetion, Oct. § o 7, will be inventory
from Levy's gallery, and soma will
be works his widow lived with. Tajan
estimates that the collection will
bring $6.8 million o 5.1 million,

Amang the highlights are two ab-
stract paintings by Gorky, whowas a
close friend of the Levys, “Pirae [
(18427 is estimated at $1.4 million o
$1.6 millian, and *Pirage 11" (1943) at
$1.1 million 10 $1.3 milllion. Experts
sild they believed that French miu-
seums would try to buy them,

Also for sale are the largest group
of works by Marcel Duchamp 1o
COfe 1o aucibon. There are also
Mmany works on paper by Gorky, as
well s by Moguchd, Tamaye, Tan-
puy, Macra, Ernst and Dali, along
with assemblages by Man Ray,

Museumgoers may remember
that besides being a deaber, Levy was
s of the mwst imipartant propo-
nents of Modern arl photography in
this country. In 2001 his widow ar-
ranged o partial gife and partial pur-
chase af 2,000 images to the Philadel-
phia Museum of Art, which explains

whiy there are no photographs in the
sale at Tajan.

A Vocal Expression

It is always interesting to see how
an artwork can take on differem
meanings at different limes, Consid-
er “ Freedom of Expression Matlanal
Monument** by the architect Laurie
Hawlkinsan, the performer Johin kal-
pestl® and the visual artist Erika
Rothenberg. The work, & giant red
megaphone that visitors can talk
invo, seq atop a (light of stairs, was
originally installed 20 vears ago as
part of “Art on the Beach' an the
landfill created by the construction
of the World Trade Center before
Battery Park Clty was built. At the
tirm: the work was meant fo speak to
i=swes ke A1 DS, meleagneds, B
man rights, the ecoromy and the en-
wvironmsent.

Mow, on the eve of the Republican

Matkonal Convention in Manhatian,
“Freadom of Expression Mational
Monument™ is being installed once
more. From Awsg. 17 o Nowv, 13 it will
occupy Foley Square in Lower Man-
hattan, berween the federal, state
and city courthouses, so that visitors
can shout about Esues that partiou-
Larly relate o today®s world.

“The city has changed 5o much in
20 years, and the an world has
changed so much.”* sakd Anne Fas-
ternak, director of Creative Time,
the norprofit organization that com-
missioned the phece in 1%54 and has
installed it again. " The mecd for a
whaphax is S0 important, especially
now, during the canvenlions.”

Next Stop, the World

The underground universe of the
Mew YVork City subwiays his baen en-
livened by artists for years now,
largely becawse of the Metropalitan
Transporation Authority’s Arts for
Transit Program, which has com-
missioned many different projects.
e comman thrend, however, is
that mast af the warks rellect some-
thing aboul their place.

The latest |5 being installed on the
Lexingion Avenise line"s S50 Sireel

M, 545 has also used the
circular form ns a carousel, with
children playing and riding on whim-
sical animals, He has lifted some
characters in the design from his
bk, *“They are symbals of Barm-
my," e said. *“They are all children
from different cultures and traveling
miusbelang playing different iBr-
mienis from dif ferent countries."

Installation is expected 1o be com-

pleted by Sumday.

A New Showplace

When the American Folk &t bMu-
seum was unable (o book its usual
space, the Metropolitan Pavilicn in
Cheelsea, for its fourth annual Ameri-
can Antigques Show Trom Jan. 20 oo ZE,
05, it was forced bo look clsewhare
The Seventh Regiment Armory at
Park Avenee and 67th Streed wag al-
ready booked. as was the Gith Regi-
ment Armary on Lexingion Avenue
af 26th Street.

The muszwm had 1o think of some-
thing original. The solution: the
norih tower of the new Time Warner
Center af Columbiag Cirele.

“Thet: building kias develaped a fol-
lowing,” sald Barry Briskin, the
show's gxecutive chairman. *We
think i1's hod propery.”



